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Notes of MPs Meeting held on 22 June 2007

Present:
Andrew Smith MP; David Cameron MP (Natasha Alden); Ed Vaizey MP.

Clir Louise Chapman, Clir Jim Couchman, Clir Judith Heathcoat, Clir John
Howell, Clir lan Hudspeth, Clir Keith R. Mitchell, Clir Zoé Patrick, Clir David
Robertson, Clir Charles Shouler, Clir Michael Waine.

Andy Couldrick, Richard Dudding, Geoff Malcolm, Judith Morris, Sue Scane,
Joanna Simons.

Apologies: Tony Baldry MP, Evan Harris MP, Boris Johnson MP.

Item Action

1. | Review of Previous Action Notes

Note 3 — English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL):
Andrew Smith MP advised that following the lobbying on the
funding position for ESOL the proposals had been modified and
resources (£4.6m) provided. -

Note 5: .Planning Gain Supplement: Andrew  Smith
Andrew Smith MP would ascertain the current position. MP

Note 6: Clir Keith Mitchell reported that Janet Tomlinson would
take up post as Director for Children, Young People & Families
on 25 June 2007. -

2. | Corporate Core

= |mproved Two Tier Working with District Councils-update:
Clir Mitchell advised that improved two tier working was not
optional; Councils were expected to work in this way. The
County Leaders Group had started to work on this.

Clir John Howell reported that the Milton Keynes, Oxfordshire
and Buckinghamshire (MKOB) Improvement Partnership was
delivering good examples of effective co-operation in projects
improving the leadership and change management capacity of
the 12 authorities involved. He would circulate to MPs a
briefing note* on cross-boundary, cross-tier working across
MKOB.

Clir Howell/
*Attached at Annex 1 to these Notes. G. Malcolm
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Clir Mitchell outlined the work of the Cabinet and Oxfordshire

Partnership Board to develop the Sustainable Community

Strategy. He would bring to the next meeting a summary of the | Clir Mitchell/

work and outcomes of the thematic partnerships which were Stephen Capaldi

responsible for delivering the sustainable community strategy. | for next meeting

= Progress with Local Area Agreements (LAAs):

Clir Mitchell gave an update on the progress of the LAAs, the
timetable and potential financial benefits. Guidance was
expected later in 2007 prior to LAA negotiations in 2008/09. All to note

3. | Children, Young People & Families

e Planning, preparation and assessment time in Primary and
Nursery Schools: Implementation and Impact.

Clir Waine presented Paper 2: ‘Planning, Preparation &
Assessment (PPA) Time for Primary and Nursery School
Teachers’ which summarised a Scrutiny Review Report
into the introduction of PPA time for primary and nursery
school teachers. The Report had been agreed by the
Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee for submission to
the Cabinet on 17 July 2007. He drew attention to the
recommendations in the Report and the meeting
considered issues around recruitment, head teachers’
workloads, improving standards and adding value. All to note

e Specific funding streams for work with children, young
people & families.

Clir Chapman presented Paper 3: ‘Grant Funding for
Children and Young People from April 2008’ which
considered the uncertainty around the future of funding
streams, which were due to come to an end in their
current form in 2008, and the role of the Local Area
Agreement and its management by the Oxfordshire
Children’s Trust Board.

Councillor Shouler clarified the grant mechanism.

Andy Couldrick had prepared a briefing paper about
Homestart funding and contracts which outlined their
position in the light of funding difficulties.

Clirs and MPs noted that the outcome could have an
impact on Oxfordshire’s performance and ability to provide
adequately for its most vulnerable children, young people

and families.
Clir Mitchell would circulate to MPs a South East County | Clir Mitchell/
Leaders paper on the matter to inform future discussion. MPs
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